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PUGET SOUND, WASHINGTON

Classification

(10

of Inciden! | Acgidarn: : -32 1 i3 Fabruary 19350

i [

Weapon System™: B - 35 “z228n3 ¢ Single Dummy Bomb

Location: Cif Puget Sound, Washingion .
Description of Accidantincidant: A 8 - 33 zirra we [

hours of flight, the arrcr # davelopzd serious machanicz! df{"ffc;'r::
(nrz= enoines. Tha zireraq v /28 3t 12,000 iz2i zhiuda Ioing somses
leve! fight could not . The aircr21 headzd out gve: ' dropped tha
w2220 from 8.000 § tino E.:e ocean. Abngnifiash zosurzs on —oze inagzs 'oy scund wi2v2 2
SN0CK wave, 1ra|carn0 WEZ300n's high ex2'osive {53 mas ¥

}fcw.. Quer Princass l iand, whare the craw bails-
Vancouver Isizng.
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Recovery: Mona rzquirs

Commsnts:

-, X
roilow-ug Actions:

y ING Rg#fERS

. 21305 FB 13 Carswell AFS ¢n a
simulaiad combzt ¢ proiilz mission. The weagen aboard ihe aircrzt rzo 2 dumm capsule installed. Adr 6

2meargency. znd
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CFassfﬁcatior
of incidant ; Accidant

Weapon System™: B - 35
Location: A Mountain on Manzano Base

Description of Accrdanvlncrdent AB-2¢
3 minutss tzier crashed iMio 2 mountain on A
in2 bomd on board the aircraft. The bomb cz
Durnsd s s -;asnh"e ir2. Other pieces of i+
Thz capsule of c arm

safaty r2asons. A nucloar ds On:‘

?=covery rcu

—

d sz w
Ehet rec! :o 2 Atornic Energy Commtsmn

Follow-up Actions: Nonz reportad.

materizl was on bcr"' i

r2 detonaiors in their ca fying casa
272 N0 racovary problzTs. :
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2121 11 April

Weapons : Single Bq

33 P\ and approximate

olosiva (HE) matar
nsuling wrackzgs,

t S were instzlled |

szrted 1o the weapon idr
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LEBANON, OHID

Classification

of Incidant : Accidan: - Date 1 13 Juiy 1950
Weapon Systerir.: 8 - 50 W2apons : Single Bpmb
Location: Naar Lebanon, Ohig -

Description of Accidentincident: 4 8 - 50 3ACI3T wW2s 0 2 2~ wssan fam 5iC35 AFB, Texzd
fiying at 7,000 fest on a Eear day. The aircrait nosad Cown znd ft2w 1 the graund, killing four officefs

Jet

and twelve zirman, The muh-:xolo;wo (HZ} cortion of the W2E3Gn 2202d Catanztag an impact. Tharg
'£350NS. A nee

i cnpais Ar hn Tk 7 Y DA S : ;
W2S N0 huciesr C2psuiz abgard ina zirgras LI insaned i hs WIIDON i EEIEN

deionation wzs not pessibla,
Racovery:
Comments:

Follow-up Actions: None reponiad. -
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FAIRFIELD-SUISUN AFB. CALIFORNIA

Classification

m’
'

Location: On Fairield-Suisun (Now Travis) A73, Californi

(@)
A

Dsscription of Accidentincident: A 3 - 22 zisezt
runway prapellers and landing-gear-retraction ciicult
2ttempted an emsargency lending. crzshed, 272 hurn
WE2LCns's Mon-2xplosive (HE) maizrizl dstonzoag.

-Suisun AFB. The zj
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g
including Genarzl Travis, wara killed in e cr23a or tha s

Recovery:

Comments:

Follow-up Actions: Nons reported.

of Incidant : Accidant Jai2 3 August 1¢

- 13 minytes oerora ihd
scu2 parsonnel,

Weapon System *B - 29 ¥22227s S a5z 30md (No Capsile)

OSJ._, exoenenc—d Mo
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OVER WATER, OUTSIDE

Classification

of Incidant : Accidan:

,r\

SR u Novsmo 3

Weapon System™=8 - 50 W2izans i O
Location: Over water, Qutside oi U.S. -

Description of Accidentincident: B2causs of an infight 2reral amanangy 2, Y2300
capsule of nuclear material was jettisonad ovar watsr rrcm an allituds of 10,300 faag.

detonztion was observad.
Reccvary: Nons
Comments:

Follow-up Actions: Neaz repensd.

$50

»Lin2 Bomb (No Caps ilg)

oen conlaining na
t. A high-explosive
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Classification

h n.-. . A ' r
of Incident : Accidant Daiz

Weapon Systemn =B - 47 Waacons @ o,

Location: Ovar water, Mediterranean Sea.

Description of Accidentincident: The airciz® wis onz of 2 thgni o 1o sshaduled o f nonsicp
Geployment from MacDill AF8 to an overseas zir basa. The takag frem MzcDill and the first refueling
or =3¢ra~on thn ﬂlght

wera normal, I ne second rzfueling point was over the Maditzrranzan Szz |n

foud formation to descend iz 2 ra luzhng lavai of f
nd tne visioility was poor. Trs zircrait never mads
ireraft, m’y WO Cagsules £F ~oglear wazgon mae
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Recovery: An zxiansive sezrch fzilzd o lonzt2 E) SN Re i R TS

Comments: -

Foliow-up Aclions: Non rzzoned.
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SAC BASE (OVERSE

Classification
of Incident : Accican:

Weapon System =8 - 47

Location: Overseas Base

R

Cate : 27 July 19%

g

Dascription of Accidentincidant: A 8 - 47 zirgrait witn A0 W22 2202 wiz3 on 2 routine draining
mission making a touch-and- -go- landing, when the aircrait suddanly wan: oy of control. & slid off the
funway 2nd Crashed into & storage igloa contzinin g several nud 2 temis did not bum of
Caignaiz - hay .-.e.e 7 storage configuration. Mo cagsilzs of nus 27210 the waapons of
oresent eisownzra in 2 building.

2 227i334 wiio0ns and COMEanzns

Comments:

Follaw-up Actio r‘s: Nong reperizd.
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KIRTLAND AFB,

-
(
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Classification
of Incident ; Accident

Weapon System =3 - 35

Location: 4.5 Milzs South of Kirtfland Coniroi Towar

Description of Accidentilfcident: The B - 3% zircraf wes f—“-rryir* z
Kirtland AFB. At 11:50AM, MST, as the aircrz3 zpprozzrz4 »
ceasd irom the bomb bay, tz zlxing i~z F 20MD 22y C00rS Wi

dzployed out epparently did not fully ratard thz 2 bagzosa o. tha !:'
zpproximztaly 4.3 miles south of Kirtiang contzifowser 227 3 mizs v

T E”ﬂCH H-"r\q"r‘

152 high-explosive (AE) matzrial d=tonated, c:-“!e:e:, IEINOYIng ina v

=4 DfOXIﬂc(”ly 25 feat in diameler and 12 jeal czzp. F
e from tha impzct point. The ralazse -mechzsm fos 33
22232 A nucizar capsule was on boa rd the z:orak b nzd rot | £2zn

szisly raasons. A A puclear detonation was not cessiple,

roilow-up Actions: Nong reported.

w

NG P’RSV

dzcovery: Tre raz 21y and cleanup operaticns wara coaduciagd dovriziz
Scecie al Wezpons Project, 8= diological survay of tha arz:z Siselosad - o -
SEEC 2hwhich colnt the lavel wes 0.3 millirgarzans, Trars wars ~o =z

NEW MENICO

22 May 1937

“/eapons : Single Bomb

wea00n from Bicgs AFB, Texas, lo
an aisiuds of 1 ruo feet. the

Jutas wers
ac poINt was

zse resarvation)
Mz mg a crater
cater:a as far as one
= sizd aty ez lime of

7125 1ni0 tha weapan for

-
n
Cow

y W

Command, Armed Forces
Z2livaly bayend the lip of the

T3zfar aoniams,
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AT SEA (ATLANTIC)

Classification
of Incident : Accident Date : 28 July 1957

Weapon System : C-124 Weapons : Three Bombs (and One Capsule)

Location: Off the Atlantic Coast (Near Atlantc City)

Description of Accidentfincident: Two weapons were jettisoned from a C-124 aircratt off the east coa
of the United States. The G-124 aircraft was en route from Dover AFB, Delaware, when a loss of power
from the number one and number two engines was experienced. Maximum power was applied {o the
femaining engines, but level flight could not be maintgined. At this point, the decision was made to
jettison cargo in the interest of safety of the crew and aircraft. Three weapens and one nuciear capsule
were gboard the aircraft, and nuclear components had not been installed in the weapons. The first
weapon was jettisoned al 4,500 feet altitude. The second weapon was jettisoned at 2pproximately 2,500
feet altitude. No detonation accurred from either weapon. Both weapons are presumed to have been
damaged from impact with the ocean surface, and to have submerged almost instantly.

~e

Recovery: The C-124 landed at an airfield in the vicinity of Atiantic City, New Jersey, with the remaining
weapon and the nuclear capsule aboard. A search for the jettisoned weapons or debris had negative

resulls,
Comments: The ocean varies in depth in the area of the jettisons.

Follow-up Actions: None reported.
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HOMESTEAD AFB, FLO RIDA

Classification

A

of lncident : Accidan:

BEREIEM OCLObeI 1957

Weapon System < B - 50 “2apons : Single Bomb

Location: Off Trz Runway Homestaad AF3, ioridz

Description of Accidentincident: The 3 - «7 7 2ircral Sepanes -
0n a2 depioymani ussion, Shorily afer lift-off, sne of e 3t c.a"
cr=sr='d N 20 uninhabited area approximatel v 3.800 22t frorm ¢

=3 shertly after midnighy
5 exploded. The aircrait
<3y, The aircraft was

L_

&nying onz wazzon in ferry configuration in 2 homa Zzy and ong reizs ::533;1!’— in 2 carrying cass
& Crew companmznt. Tne wazpon exploc:c n flames, and it urnzd ang : moldsred for 2pproximzizly
hours, 2t which tma it was cooled with wziz: wdlowinida Rigms o -] Caionzhions occurrsd
Zuiing iz bung -
R-"covaw The nuclear capsule and its carryime SLESE WIS eI sl ~zn A cnly stightly damagad b
,-,g;:-. AZD :ma:e[y gne nali of the wezcon remzinad. Al MEST CImoenans wars demzged but werz

n
nunao!e 2¢counted for, -

)
wCmmeants:

rollow-ugp Actions: Naone r2zonsd.
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Classitication
of incident : Accident

Weapon System : B-47

Location: Runay Gy

Description of Accidentincident: On Januzry 31,1858 . & B-47 wits gne

A ;‘:l' o

residue hzd cooled
hed created a siab of slzg material
giong with miscellaneous aircrai componenis were iniarminglad winia 2 sizh,

Recovary:

v/22pon remains as feasible, all contaminated residue wes berried. Th

U ol

Comments:

X}

Follow-up Actions: On 24 February &lpha contzmination was iound i ;ha

permissible suriace tolerance and that which exis

WORING PfffRs

bomb was

moving gown the taxj strigin response to @ REFLEX Operation. The rear tzndem tire blew out, resulting
in the aircraft breaking in to two pieces. The zircrait and weapon burnad for aoproximately two and one
hali hours. An ALPHA Delactor was used with no appreciable 1220ings. After ihe fire had subsided znd

~it2( recovery of as much of the

2 rapaieed sections of the runway
2nd the burial sit2 of the airerakt rasidue wer2 moritored. Tracs quzn--z; of raciozctive material wera
czigcied on the ground outside the Air Force Base and within five mizs of the crzsh site,

weighing zzproxima:aly 2ight thouszad pounds. Weanon components ( NG
' o o)1,

Q)

am, traveled

where the contamingni was evacuzizd to, The Ofiicer-In-Charg ;
*ssist with moritoring zctivities and tleznup. No contzminzica wzs found above fhe maximym
2d was raducsd to 2ssaniialy 7070,

vy
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SAVANAH RIVER, GEORGIA

Classification
of Incidant : Accident DR

Weapon System =B-47 Waazans f_ 0]

Location: Mouth of Savanah Rivar, Georgiz iz Wzssaw Sound ¢f

Description of Accidentincident: A 8-47 a':: zsitwason z simzizs
Homestead AFB, Floridz. Fhe 8-47 had 5 ; <-zie collisicn at 3:30 Akt with

;
Georgia. Fallowing the callision the 8-47 attemzizd thras timas o 'zng & .'—‘-
#w2320n 2202:4. Bagzuse or zh:- conditicn of z:e aucr“ i3
insure 2 safe la nding. A deg
| und off Tybas Bnac’n tr—r tn» ; e
Cztonation, The W2300n vizs dropped from 27 2

120-15C xnots. lhe Drecis2 weapon impact poini is unkaawa. Na RV RN R Y Tl Yod
Czioraiion was ot possiblz since the nuclaz: TESUIZ WIS NI ETIE vz zonzh Afa- ;21500 the B-4
2033 33zl

2 2rea wias sesarchzd ush g
ic drag and hanc- 1=’d or
38.
p2rrie

Comments: Pinggint impzzt was not provided. Sxpen Pheio-Radzr Ivarmreiz;
‘mmecizialy preceding, during, and icliowing &2 zciual CioD w35 oo

“ollow-up Actions: None racorded.

lige r:c*.:-:'d 2nough to

L 2CICTCsheg.

7 that originated |a;
Eit near Savanah,
Caorgza with 2

Ui or -n= Savanah Rivef

2 high explosive
5 aircraft spaed of
~ nuclear

rezizr demaoliion
ng 0und The

101 5 172 “scope picturas”

~
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FLORENCE, SOUTH CAROLIN 4

Classification
of incident ; Accidant

Weapon System-: B-47

Location: Civilian Home near Fiorance, Souin Casalinz ) (5 X

‘ EG)
Description of Acc:dﬂnt/lnczdant A B-47 zitraft inadveriann, 12z
approximately 35,600 to 46,000 izst. A high-ordar HE datonaiion resy;rag uzon impact - approximataly
73 yards from a civilian home. The datonation caused z crzt=r of aocraximarzly 35 f2etin diameter znq

18 22t in deoth. Six civiliang warz inurad. on2 of tham was hos $ZENIzT Pamiziany menAnag (using
PAC-25 zng 2 AN/POR 27) yislaed 2 negztiva result. Civilian Gréceny camans includad a dnmohsh—f*
housz, garags 2nd works SNOp, 2nd axtansive £z NEge {200z 2270

Recovery: The pattarn of srcgmem omoe sl wes eliptical in SUEZ2 272 Zownw 7 fom the point of
datonatian. An astimate of 25 pound SELONTAMENS War2 510, 1z zon s‘;vsd 25 2 rasul of 24
intznse sezich of an araz 3,000 ioot in rzgius from thz crass: SCH 327223 warz ot 2ined at varipus
disiances from comt of detonation. Wooded araa ::ﬂd S2MI-SWETD 12772 mads saz arch for debris disicult,

Comments: Lack of rezdin 0N rzgiozchivity wzs unexgiainzg,
= f
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Classification
of incidant ; Accidant

Weapon Systemn-: B-27

Location: Of-Bz32 Naar DYESS AFB, Taxz;

Description of Acc:aent/!ncudenr A B-47 crzsnad s ~enly afar
datonztion of ihe pimary."Tne resultant deicnzdon of ina nigh =
diameter and six jzal deep. Monitoring of tha scene disclosed !;‘,
50015 war2 2alow wlsrene

233 IT2act resutiad in fire and '}’)
03ivE mids z crater 35 feet in @.)(3
o112 coalamination in spots. Thes

[

t; i;:
(u i

14

Three Crew membozrs succsssiully g/22:20) anz wzs killeg when the aircraf
zltitude of 1,500 fast.

-

ieldeg many small fr2cmants 6 bomb casz mawava: 50 r2sicue of explosive whs

RV

- =2 =cuinmant was pressed intp

'Se 10 remove ihe debris and recover the szcongz 2ry.

Comments:

ﬂ

How-tp Actions: Nona recordad.
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CHENNAULT AFB, LOUISIANA

Classitication
of Incident : Accidan:

Weapon Systeriy : B-47

Location: Perking Ramp Chennauit AT 8. Leuisiana -
Dascription of AccidsnVincident: A B-47 zirgrait ;;:'-‘hﬂ~ oln
undergaing z prailight inspection when an undetzrminad IQAEIAN 97 ¢r2 or mo

the aircrzit taing propellad off the runway. ne airgrai coHrcec W 2 10wing
aircral, 2ng #2000 in fire.Contzminzticn manitorin ] ‘ P
xC2pt negligivle rezdings t akcn :

Commeants:

Follow-up Actions: None recordad.

Cozrd, was
JAT Oumts resulizg
I 127 concumzy the
an AN/PDR-27 with

mc.'e wh

of c2se, pans ¢f i

in

Sl
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Classitication
of Incident : Accidant

Weapon System + F-100

Location: Hardstznd zt a Paciiic AF8 ) \
. . . n o %ﬂ]
Description of AccidentlIncident: A F-100 ~oa airgah was ! czIzdwit nzgd
~3 'v"' (blj)

ivee external ivel tanks. When tha startar Buman was c=ﬂr=as==d cuni
ware inavarianily jztisioned onto the nardstmf‘ resulling in tznk
Crzft 2ng wezzan. The W2200N was 2X00332 [0 ConsiEAl naa:

'“Ed r“S’ 20z

aven minutes. The forward saction o."t WIZI0N C2352 z
XOC5ing tha bzHeries znd fuse.

xi2nsiva darnag° ta
¢ {ir2 7 2pproximat ly
2if=1 oif the weapon,

(U U) |\i

BET covery: An M3-3 Cradle and MF-i trailer cxminination %25 US2C 13 12MovE 2 wazzon from the
zirgrai. The we2pon was transperied {0 a remoi2 araz ior furthar Ci32352maly.
Comments:

=silow-up Actions: Nons racorded.
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BARKSDALE AFB, L0 CISTANA

Classification
of Incident : Accident Bate : 6 July 19359

Weapon Systemn.: C-124 Transporing

Location: Barksdale AFB, Louisiana

Description of Accidentincident: 223075 w72 s2varaly damaged during t2sgff ( M
Ci 2 C-124 ransport zirceft. An intense e resulied causing ine axgiosiva cemgdnents of one wezpdn

10 b2 compleizly consumed. High explosiva componznts of ta rAMEning twa w23gans ramained intakt

~

Wil (02 2i0 of M225 wi2gxer 2nd 2 40 foot trafler.

(1%}
ra
(17

Recovery: V/eapons ware remgvad from ihe wiack

Comments:

Follow-up Actions: None recorgzd,

i
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OFF WHIDBEY [SLAND, WA ASHINGTON

Classification
of Incident : Accident Dat2 : 23 Sepi 1939
Weapon System < P - 5M Aircrait Weapons @ Nucizar Antisubmarine Wezpon

Location: Pacific Ocean Off The Washington Coast )

Description of Accident/Incident: A U. S. Nawvy P - 3M zircraft 233, 2722 12 Mavel Air Station, Whigas
Island, Washington, crastfed in the Pacific Cez2n abow: 100 milas wzs: of the Washingten-Oregen
Dorder. It was carrying an unarmed nuclear nisubmering waanes conizin ing no nuclzar material.

Recovary: The wezpon was not recovered.
Comments: .

Foifow-up Actions: non recorded
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HARDINSBURG, KENTUCKNY

Classitication
of Incident ; Accidznt

WEAPON SYSTEM : B-52/KC-135

Location: Mid-Air Collision Near Hardinsburg. Kantucky

W v2apons were involved in a rud -air r2fueliing accidzat nezr

The zircraft were out of Columbus AFB, Mns i83iopi, and ware pariciszing in

operzicn. The KC-133 broke into two pieces and crashzd:

onz mile, The 5-32 CfaS ed in =ss=mr=lly 0ns gizce 2oproxis :m

Ciashed in tha =dge of a wooded ar2z on the sida of 2 smalt fill 20d an ey

2il evaning and was st !f smaldering ihe nax! Fomi ng -- il o no Surming ooy :~d 2:ound the weapers.
Tne weapons survived ine zccident in romam:*! gocd congiion { <= ¢id nos

32 cartizd a craw of eight. Four wera killed 2 iy 8802220 w it min e A

were 2l illed.

= koo L

Recovery: Tha ﬂﬁavary was the rasponsibility of 2 tezm
*25 3200n2d Gut by a t2am from Wrigni- Paite.:on AFD

N inspaction ravaaled $1zt thzre wa
mot '

UM2C 0N a foviboy trailer. raturmad wo-

Comments: For 2 amount of fra nrzsant 27 tonsicanrg e g

2 WIZZONS survivad ramark ;oly wall,

rollow-up Achons Both wezpons had bean r"nltorr?d‘w:s:'ay o

neither case was thers the slightast evidence ‘

-2'2:15 Qct 1952

Description of Accndent’lnc:dem On the evaning of Ocioher 15, 232 ’r(C-ESS &nd 2 B-32 carying

Mz dmscurg Kentuc<y
2 SAC zirborne alen
e:e"ao Oy 2pproimala) Y
om the KC-135.The 852
220 The wrackage buns

A

Curn of deionate). The Bl
3 Thz2 KC135 craw of iply

¢ni and Friday moming. in

==
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Classification
of Incident : Accident 2at2 1 7 June 1980

Weapon System-: BOMARC

Location: Missia Shelter at McGuira AFB, New Jersey :

Description of Accidentincident: At aporoximately 1513 hours (EDST), two (2} explosions occurred ip
one of the ready missile shelters. When perscanal arrivag at the shaizr ihe rmi'ssile was burning and ng
tizmpt could b2 made 10 bring the fira unda: <onirgl. AZ2r iy minuzes s fighting parsonnel wer2 zgle
(0 return to the shelier and contzin the fire. A survey of Alphz, Gzmima, and Sata was conducted on the
arez gutside the missile shalter with negativz rasuls. A water hoss a: ha G220 orzced in the docrway
was Cirected toward the nose-saction, waigr s ilowinrg undsr tha deor ard down the street and intg th
drainaga ditch.
A2covery: The—had Been enguliad in thz dire znd had haen exo0sed (o “super-heating”,
The expiosive was completely consumed an reco2d io the floor, mixed with a
considerzble amount of ash and miscellansous rasidia. Ng explcsiz r2sicua could B2 found, EOD
persoanel retuinzd {0 the site 8 June 1950, A; 1600 hrs (SDST) meriisring outside the shelter disciosed

ﬁft was evident thal contamination f22 ouisics 1he sheliar was
*2£2p0sited by th2 sluang of the sheltar with wa's:. Dyplic o alin 0% 225 conduciad 20 of-base survay of

[14]

o
z3oroamataly 68 sauare milas, They recoried izt no rzces o Con.27h2ion ware found. Another survey
i the insids of e sheliar was pericrmzag -- -

~ ~

23002 Cn 8 ens MONKoANG was resumad znc i2Cvery of ine warnazg rasidue was siaried. The
waihezd was unbolted and removad withoul ciicully. The area was scrubbed znd painted by a thick layer
of paint. All areas that previously indicated high levels were covared 2nd 22rC readings were oblained.
The sluice watar from the sheltar was fraced lo = sandy sail area 507 jasar from tne shelier, A suitable
Szm-was consirucizd lo insure that the water ¢ nat leave the milizry reservation. The water Supply was
not contaminaied znd regular arrangements ware made ior raqular inspactions of the waler supply.

Comments: Blood and urine samples were tzkan from the EQD persoanel -- ng casvaltiss were
sustainagd,

Follow-up Actions: Regular inspections of the watar supcly were mzada,

@(l)

(oY?)
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GOLDSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA

Classification
of Incident : Accident -32 122 January 1961

Weapon System-:.B-52G
Location: Goldsbaro, NC .

Description of Accident/Incident: While raiumning from & SAC 2irorns o mission, 2 852G airerait
irom the 4241st Strategic Bombardment Wing developzd a wing tank fusl lazk which ultimately resulted|i
loss of trim, loss of controf, 2nd proceaded to soin. Structurai failurs of tha right wing rzsulted in airerait
breakup betwsan 10,000 and 2,000 feat aitiuds. The glane cr2shad 17 12 miss NNE of Seymour
Johnson AF8, in the vicinity of Goldsbaro, NC. Five of the gight craw membars carachuted Io safaly.
During decent, the two on-hoard Weagons separaied from the zicrzh TR 2k {rumbar 2} bornb fell claay
of the aircraft and functioned in 2 normal manner with i1 parachutss C2zilyad. The aiming and fusing
camponents functioned 2s designad. Had the ArmiSaie meChanism 5220 “armed” the w2apon would
have datonated zs Cesigned. The waapen impactad iz uziioh: I3UI5 Wi S a0ese turied 18 inchel

in soit ground. I; sustained little damage. The forward (Numbar 1) toms was thrown daar of the aircraft
and its parachutes did not deploy. The bomb continuzd in z batlisiic curve and impacied 3,400 feel north

of the number 2 weapan - brezking vp and burying itsaif o; IMEECL D 21siesion cocured.,
Recovery: The Number 2 weapon exhibiled no zbnorma! radizion (222175 and wzs racovered without
incidznt. The crater of the Numbsr 1 we200n w2as ideniizg. ¢ Y272 r2ioversd by excavalion in

2 midst of rain | sleat, znd snow. Cniical elemanis of the w

U

33'uify retieved gver the
nexticlr days. A contractor was hired to 2555t in WIS ZVECUEICT, T 27 g
(nvoiving digging 10 a dzpih of 50 izal), a poriion of the Numbar | w2200, conigining Lranium, could st

not be found.

Comments: The Sirategic Air Command terminaled airborne alert far the somner forc2 in 1968, The
has been retired from the inventory.

Follow-up Actions: The Air Farce subsequently purchased an easement r2quiring permission for anyone
o dig at the crash site. Results of monitoring 2t the incidant site ware negaiva, There is no datectable
rzciation or other weapon-refated hazard in the area,
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Classification
of Incident ; Accident DESCNE

Weapon System:; B-32F Waznons :Tw-

Location: Apgroximately 15 miles SW of Yudz City , Californiz

Bescription of Accident/Incident: A B-52 zircrar: carving iw crashed,
approximately i3 miles SW of Yuba City, Cziiornia, Ugon impaci, boih Bombs ware tern from the plane
and seversly damaged. The aircrzit disintegrzizd on impact and WIECX2C2 WaS Strewn over a large dat
0pen 2rez. Within four hours of accident notification, B2zl2 AFB 20D parsonnal hag szarched the araa.

rezs
fe Y

They had policed up all scattered HE, recoverzd or locatzd all significant wezpon comacnents (excent
one). Radiation monitoring had been conducizs with nsqatve rzly T was lzizc (LYJ’I
i0caiad, monitarad for ragiation with negative v2sulfs eng packager with th and removzd. S b
Thera was no explosion znd only a small fir2 in the large fuseiags rzmnznis. é’y))

Aecovery: Bomo A was not as severely damzged as bomb 8. T f bemb A was torn
locse upon impagt. The rear section of the spzce chamber had trokza w2y zligwing ezsy access o the

were ramaoved, pzckaged and transgenes w3y Tha
nad compiataly shetisred. EOD personnal racovered tha HE,
was found intzct.

.......

Comments: Rain znd muddy igrrzin hamperad the feClvary cp2iziin Al 2 ght crew members
Utad to szizty,

Follow-up Actions: No significant radiation was detecizd. No flicw-up zciicn was required,
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MEDINA BASE, TEXAS

Classification

of [ncident : Accident S22 1 13 November 1953
Weapon System 'f-Disassembfy Of Obscletz Wezzors Weapons : HE Mztdlrial
Lacation: Atomic Energy Commission Storage Igloo :

Description of Accidentincident: An explosion inveiving 123,857 sc_ds of nign-2xplosive ( HE |

components of nuclear weapons caused minor injuries to thrae Atamic Enz2rgy Commission employzzss
There was litiiz contamination from the nuclear comocnents. which wa- sicieC zlsewnarz in the building.

The componanis wers friom the disassembly of obsolziz wezzons

o

Racovery: T

-

;
2

Comments: No contamination was possible nuclzar mztsnial was ro: i- valveq,

Follow-up Actions: Non recorded.
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CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND

Classification
of Incident : Accident

[£3]
W

13 Januzary 1964

()

Weapon System 1B-52D

Location: Savagz Mountain about 22 miles iom Cumbarland Mfm— nd

Description of Ac cidentIncident: On 13 January 1982 2 B-520, with twa board,
Crashed while en rouia froi Westover AF B, Mzssachusatts to its rcr-a base, Turner A eorgia. The

crash occurred approximately 20 miles SW of Cumberlzad Marylz~d 3a:h #22000S wer g En the tactical
i2rry configuration ! N0 mechanica! or alaciiical connacisng hcﬂ “=:'z
saiging switchas wera in the "safe” pesition). Prior to the crash, 1

altituce because of savers zir turpulence at 29300 f22! Trs aircra. 23 :':;'“ ) f""wo o 33, DOO icef.

Curing tha climb, in2 aircrait encountared vro.'=-.: aif turduiznce ang zircrad o -cfur:l m:fure occurred Qf

in2 five crew memdars, only the pilot and co-giiot survived, Th fe gunner and o

=xmaur== to sub-zzro temparatures aftar succzssiully razzhing -

£Ct 2nd died upen aircralt timpact. Boih wezpons remainad in the

=l.:.uv=>ly intact in.the zpproximate center of the wreckags area, Th
3212, and g2mma. No radiztion was datected. -

Eh r.=wgator did not
S ashad and were
n s'_, as monitared for alpha,

31} (-u (]

Azcovery: A 0-5 Sulidozer 2nd 2 Michigan Moczi 1234 Frgnramg - avar Lo 27 2GRl 2nd one hali foo
cuckat was used to 7 ang trensport the bomts lO the cou .-f,f fCes nrez cuznias of 2 mile away. The
COmCs 24 bolstars wers placed on 2 Az oed rrzizr ior ranspon,

Comments: The snow was niarly three feat gazn al the crash sit2 2nd the temparzture was neady
U degraes Fahrenhsit Eight more inches fall on ine WIECK222 aiier ina crash,

Foliow-up Actions: Nane recorded.

——
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Waapons : th—
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ELLSWORTH AFB, SOUTH DAKOTA

Classification
of Incident : Accidant S22 3 Dzcember 1964

Weapon System iMinuteman |

Location: Minuteman { Lzunch Facility L - 02 .

Description of Accidentincident: The LGM 308 Minutaman | missits wzs on stategic alert at LauncH
Facility L - 02, Eliswarth AFB, South Dakota. Two airmazn were dispaiched to the Launch Faciity to reapair
the inner zone security system. In the midst of their checkout of the insar zone system, ane retrorocket fin
the spacer below the Raeniry Vehicla (RV) firad, causing the 8Y ig izii zboui 75 izt Io the floor oi the
siio. When the RV struck the bottom of the silo, the arming and fusingizitituda control subsystem
containing the batterias was torn loosz, thus remaving 2ll sources of zowsr fom tha RV. The RV
structure received considarabie damage. All szfety devices operziad crezedy in hat thay did nat sense
the proper sequence of events to allow arming the warhaad.

Hecovery: Ths.

Comments: Thara was no detonation or radioactiva ConiEmination..

Follow-up Actions: Bi

Weapons : Single RV warhead
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BUNKER HILL AFB, INDIANA

Classification
of Incident :  Accident Dzt2 : & Dacembar 1884

Weapon Systam : B-58 Wezpons: Five nucizar weapons

Location: Runway on Bunker Hill (now Grissom) AFB, Indiana

Description of Accidentincident: Two SAC aireraft were laxiing during 21 2xarise zlert. As one 8138
reached a position directly behind the B8-38 cr tha runway 2head of i, the aircrait ahezd brought
advanced power. As a result of the combination of the jet blast from tha 5.38 ahead, the icy furwzy
surfaca conditions. and the power applied to 2 zircrz® while 2R2moting {5 furn onto tha runway, ha
crew lost contral. The B-38, carrying five nucizzr weagons, shid off 1z Jei: fiand side oi the laxiway. |
teit main landing gear passed over a flush-mounted taxiway light Fxtura than grezed the left edge of 2
concrete light bzse. Ten fzet further, the lef main lancing Gear siuck 2 concrate elacyical manhela byx,
and the B-58 suddenly caught fira. When tra buraing 8-38 coma 16 r2st, 2l hree Crew members aboard
2bandoned the aircraft. The commander and defensive systems ozarstor #322pad with minor injurizs. The
navigaior gjactzd in his £sCap2 capsul2, wiich blew zwzy and vidienily impzacied 548 izet from the
gircrait. The navigator did not survive. Portions of the five nuclear weapons on board burned. Rzdioactive
contamination oceurred but was fimited to the immediate ar2a of the crash 2nd subseguantly removed.

fai
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Description of Recovery: The recovery oparztion staried on Decermb=
e l2ft forwar and began burning.
Afier saverzl mingtes of trying to distinguish = ire € FECOVEry 5p2raion was suspencad leaving tha
- On December 10. the iz24-ziug ¥as rant2rzc 32%3 and recovered. Next the
was removad 1o 1/ fea! 2wzy Tom iRz argraft wrackage . Tha!

ziternoon the lire was ex nguished by covering it with dry sand. All oihar wE2p0N remzing were ramoved
{0 igloos to be prepared for shipment . i
During the recovery.operatian, results of monitoring -2 neozive. Witk PAC . 15 zphia
couriers, {ess thangNNERRRNENER, - - i)~ o, apt at the laB-forward hare a maximum

r S, by the lifiing the wieckzge gff

(L

¥ The recovered HE wgs ™~ |
ipped to appropriate AEC facilities, The HE and
ich appearzd t6 b2 intzct was pasially imbeddad

disposed of focally. The fest was packaged and
ere essentially destroyed. Th
In ihe slag fused to the weapon case.

Comments: No plutonium contamination resultzd from tha acciden:

Foliow-up Actions:

wﬁas
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WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB, QHIO

Classification
of Incident : Accidant 2zle 1 11 October 1955
Weapon Systemn :.C-124 Weapons : Somocnants and Training Wazpon

Location: Taxiway 12 Patierson Field, Ohig

Description of Accident/Incident: The C-124 aircraft was parkad on tzxiway 12 at Pattarson Field being
refueled by an F- § refuelling unit, in preparation for a routine logistics mission whan a fir2 occurred 2t the
aft end of the refueling trailer. The fuselage of the aircrz#, containing only componznts (class I
explosivas) and 2 dummy training unit, was destroyed oy fire. Tha rasuitzni rzdizion hazard was minimgal,
Mincr conlaminztion was found on the airerat, cargo, 2nd clothing of 2xplosiva ordnance disposal ard
fire-fighting personnel. Preliminary inspaction of refueling unit ravealzd that ths hosa coupling at filler
2pparently backed off and separated. )

| _ B\ (1)
Fecovery: SN <= to coniein RN - - -ox:<. Twol %’Mf’

G == ruptured. The containers were wraped in pizstic and tapzg.

Comments: Thera ware no casualtiss,

Foliow-up Actions: Not recordad.
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* ‘oxide in soil, decontaminated by deep plowing, as a result of continuzd cultivation and weathering.
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PALOMARES, SPAIN

Classification

of Incident : Accident Date : 17 January |1966

Weapon System-:.B52G and KC135A

Location: 31,000 Fest Above Palomares, Spain i

Description of Accident/Incident: On tha maring of 17 Janczry 1956, two 852Gs (Tea 12 and 15
rendezvoused with two KC-- 135As (Troubadeur 12 and 14} in the Saddia Rock refusling area, 31,040

Yf2agons : Four Nuclear wazpons

feet 2bove the small (pop 2,000) coastal town of Pzlomzies, Spzin. The 852G {TEA 16) and KC - 183A

{Traubadour 14) collided while engagad in the iinal stzges of fcokup for rzfusling, killing seven crew

memners. Firzballs, falling debris and parachuiss werz reporied by the accompanying aircrait perscape

IV‘

towns peopie below and ships passing by. Th2 832 cariizd four nucizar w2agons. By roon a 36 mamber
Disaster Control Team arrved at the site {on T Feb the 122m hzd grawn 10 ovar 530 personnel). An initiaf
survgy indicated thera had baen no nucleas zxpiosions. Rasidanis rzparizd sightings of parachutes with

orojectilas attzched.

Description of Recovery: By the avening cf tha first d2y the s2zich 122m had locatad ihe first wa2pd
(1) S00 iest from the beach and southwes: of 22 villzg2. The w2zzon wzs only slighily damaged on
impact -- radiztion checks ware nagative. The s2cond w2200n (= 2} hed b2en lecatad by 930AM. It hd

o |

[=

substzntial damage and part of the weapons high explesive had datonatad. Datsctors showed significant

2lphz contamination in th araz. One hour laiar wazpon (£3) wzs iccaizd within iha limits of the villzge

Palomares. lts high explosive had zlso detonzizd but no nuclear expiosion. Paris of the weapon were

13

of

strewn to distances of 500 yards -- plutonium contaminztion was prasent. Wazpon (+4) zlluded discovary
and recovery for several months ( 7 April 1855 ). From 2 study oi d20ris paiterns, the location of the other

thrze wezpons, and a large naval search and rescue task force (34 vessals) the fourth weapon was
located in 2800 f2et of water with its parachute aitached. Recovary from this dapth was a challenge -
Currents kept moving ihe weapon, equipment w=s 2t its kmits. Aporoximaiely 1,400 tons of contamina:s
soil and vegetation was removad to the Unitzd States fo: sloraga at zn zporoved sits.

Follow-up Actions: The first bio-assay samples of Palomares residents were taken a few days after the

accident. No unreasonable levels were encountered. The U.S. and Spanish Atomic Energy Commission
sel up a four -point follow up program. (1) Colizction of informaticn on uptake znd retention of plutonius

and urznium by representative numbers of a population group potaniiaily expasad to inhalation of a
plutonium oxide asrosol; (2) Measurement of temporal and seasonal fluctuations in plutonium air

concentrations 2bove a plutonium oxide - contzminatad agricultural ar2a that has been subjectad to the
agreed upon decontamination pracedures; (3) Serial measurements of contamination levals {both by pl2

uptake irom the scil and wind dispersal) of agricultural products produced in a contaminated area
subsequent to decontamination; {4) Studies of the temporzl migration and redistribution of plutoniym

1

The palomares area has been monitored by DOE and the Spanish goverament since 1386. Every two

yaars the two groups meet for discussion of resuits. No contamination has been detedted in the local
Crops, but dust does give a reading. Personnel are monitored -- soma readings at the lower imit of -
detection have been made. -
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Weapon System —
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Description of Accidentincident
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DAMASCUS, ARKANSAS

Classification

of Incident : Accidant Date : 19 Sept 1980

Weapon System :";!'itan I Weapons : Singla RV warhdad

Location: Missile Complex 374 - 7 near Damascus, Arkznsas - -

Description of Azcidentigcidant: On Septambar 19, 1930 the Tiez- | missilz complex 374 - 7 exploded
at approximately 3 AM CST.near Damascus Arkansas. The explosion was caused by a maintenance crew
member dropping 2 9 Ib. sockat, 66 feat down the spaca batween 12 faunch duct and the missile, B
puncturing the missiizs lower Stage | fuel tank. Nine hours of hard fought 2iamols to “safe” the missile

werg unsuccessiul -- kiling ene and sariously isjuring two others. The r2pid daoressurization of the Stzge [ -

el tank collapszd thz upper portion of the missila causing the oxidizer 1o have a hypergalic reaction with
the spilled fusl. This axplosion campounded by 2 secondzry exolosion to tha Sizge Il engine blew ap'a'r"
he upper poriions of the silo, launch duct and equipment areas. Tha
225 fz2l to the nosthwast of the holz. Tha immadizta 0271252 w23 1IMIInEC wiin 2 2500 foot araa,

After the explosion, samglings of the air, soif 2nd water ravaaled no svidance of contamination or
rzdiation ( except $iz normal radization recorda: errthe skin of the werhazd ).

&

[19

Description of Recovery: The warhead #as lccated agizcent to thz 52, rocovered 2nd relurnad 1o the
support basa. . '

il :
Commeggs:__ Tng Titzn [l {no longer in the inveniory) was 2 two stagz . fiquid iusled, intercontinental
ballistic missile -- 110 feet long and 10 feet in gizmeter. Tha missil2 2nd ¢:2w wer2 housed in 3 below-
cround missile silo and la control center interconnecied by cabieways, bizst and vapor lock aregzs,
and emergency escape 1ons. '

Foliowouﬁ Actions: Bigenvironmental personnal sampled the surraunding arzz ( as far away as a mils )
witnirt four hours of tha initial punciure of the missilz skin. Air samplirg for prezsilant vaper and radiaiion
continued, at 1,000 oot intervals throughout the day. In zcdition o tha zir samples, watar and soil were
made of the surrcunding area. Evidence indicated no contzmination, In Coordinztion with the State Health
Dapartment, well samplings were taken in the surrounding area. Each wail was re-sampled on a weekiy
oasis. Na fuel or oxidizer coontaminants ware prasant. Fra2 privata wall SEmziings were done on fequest,

o)1)

silo closura door was blowh {E
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